
Ditton Infant School

25th April 2017

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 2 Children,

We would like to invite you to a meeting to explain the SATs process and organisation. The
meeting will be at 2.45pm on Tuesday 2nd May. I have included some useful information
below.

In recent years, ‘old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Levels 1, 2, 3) have been abolished as
set out in the government guidelines. Children are now described as working towards,
working at and working at greater depth according to the Year 2 expectations of the new
curriculum.

The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expectations, which all schools have had
to work hard to meet in the last two years. The assessments will be made using teacher
knowledge (based on independent work in children’s books) and the scores the children
achieve in the tests.

The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

Paper 1 – Consists of a combined reading prompt and answer booklet. The paper includes a
list of useful words and some practice questions for teachers to use to introduce the
contexts and question types to pupils.

Paper 2 – Consists of an answer booklet and a separate reading booklet. There are no
practice questions on this paper. Teachers can use their discretion to stop the test early
if a pupil is struggling.

The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.

The Mathematics Test consists of two separate papers:

Paper 1: Arithmetic - It covers calculation methods for all operations.

Paper 2: Reasoning - Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied
including multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing a
shape. Some questions will also require children to show or explain their working out.

This year, the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Test will be optional for all Year 2
classes. We will still administer this assessment to inform our teacher-assessed writing
judgements.



How can you help your child at home?

First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about
and that they should always just try their best.

 Praise and encourage!
 Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.
 Support your child with any homework tasks.
 Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.
 Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are

reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).
 Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

Yours sincerely,

Mrs C S Lewer
Headteacher


