
Year 1 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to Term 5; we hope you had an excellent Easter Break.

Our topic this term is ‘Carnival Fever!’ – this topic will hold a Geography focus and will allow the
children to explore, compare and contrast Brazil and the Brazilian culture with the United Kingdom.
We will begin with a Stunning Start on 19th April, during the day the children will undertake a Samba
dance class, test their talents with a Brazilian football skills session, explore the flags of the UK and
Brazil and learn some Portuguese phrases.

During Literacy this term we will be immersing ourselves in the book titled Gregory Cool by Caroline
Binch. We plan to make use of the text to explore diary writing and the use of first person, days of
the week and proper nouns and descriptive writing to develop and consolidate our use of adjectives
and conjunctions. We will also be exploring writing letters from the point of view of Gregory Cool
whilst he is on holiday in Tobago with his grandparents.

This term in Maths, we are learning how to multiply and divide using our knowledge of odd and even
numbers and our abilities to count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. We will then apply this new-found knowledge
and deepen it using fractions. If you would like to support your child with their Maths this term
it would be extremely helpful if you could practice counting in groups of 2’s, 5’s and 10’s with
your child.

In Science we are going to be learning about plants and the structure of plants and trees. The
children will be taking part in some gardening activities in our outdoor areas to support their learning
about plants across the term.

In Computing we are going to take a closer look at E-safety and staying safe whilst online. We will be
using the books titled Digi-Duck and Dot to support our lessons.

Our Music will continue to be taught by Mrs Stafford this term and she will focus on a range of skills
with the pupils. However the children will be designing and creating their own variety of percussion
instruments inspired by the Brazilian Carnival during their Design and Technology lessons. They will
then put these instruments to good use to create their own carnival parade.

RE this term will focus on Judaism, we will teach the children the importance of family and some of
the key symbols and artefacts found at Shabbat and during worship in the home.

During this term’s Art lessons the children will be exploring the art work produced by artists Romero
Britto, Picasso and Matisse. They will then learn about primary and secondary colours and apply their
knowledge to designing and creating a carnival head dress for our end of term carnival parade.

Show and Tell will continue to be on Fridays this term and will comprise of sharing Busy Books and
home learning with the class.



Reminders for Blue Class

PE days: Monday and Thursday. Please can all named PE kits be in school. Please remember to remove
earrings on your child’s PE day. Now that the weather is improving one of these lessons each week will
be outside on the field or playground.

Mrs Gillard will continue teaching Blue Class every Wednesday morning this term.

Reminders for Purple Class

PE days: Tuesday and Thursday. Please can all named PE kits be in school. Please remember to remove
earrings on your child’s PE day. Now that the weather is improving one of these lessons each week will
be outside on the field or playground.

Mr Green will be teaching Purple Class every Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning this term.

We look forward to another term with you all.

Miss Major and Miss Seymour

To support the planned learning activities we have this term for the children, we would like to ask if
any Parents and Carers are able to donate any of the items listed below;

 Packets of seeds or flowers that can be planted in our Year 1 outdoor area.
 Junk modelling for percussion instruments - in particular:

 butter boxes
 Pringle tubes
 aluminium cans (washed without lids please)
 empty plastic bottles.

 Garden tools - unwanted but in safe and working order suitable for children’s use. E.g.
watering cans, gardening gloves, hand shovels.

If you are able to donate any of these items we thank you in advance and ask that you bring
them in via the children straight into class.

Many thanks for your continued support.


